Rajendra G. Desai MD, PhD.
flematology & Oncology

Dr. Desai was born in Gujarat, India. He obtained a Bachelors of &cience degree from Fers
College in Poona and his Medical degree (MD.) from Crant Medical College and Bombay Us

e completed postgraduate training at Tata Cancer Hospital in Bombay. He was awarded a Fult
fellowship for 3 years in order to pursue specialized training in hematology under the guidsnos
Dr. William Dameshek at the New England Medical Center in Boston, During this time he also ot

a PhD. in Biology from Boston University. Dr. Desai then received Damon Runyon Fellows

Cancer Research and a Burroughs-Welcome World Travel Award.

While at Stanford University, he was awarded the Anna Fuller Fund fellowship to travel to
investigate the cause of the high incidence of stomach cancer among the Japanese. Dr. Dess

a dislinguished visiting professor at the Bangalore, India and also  visiting scientist at the &
Droussais (Pasteur Institute) in Daris, France. He started as a rescarch fellow al the New Easl
Center Hospital in Boston and eventually became Head of the Department of Hematology/Onec
in Orange County Medical Center in Orange, California
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facilities in the 1970%s. He was also elected Dresident of the American Cancer Sociely, Orange C
Branch and was Founding President of the Southern California Association of Indian Physiciar
was also instrumental in the start of the Oncology Nurses Association in (f)rang:_‘ County.
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In Orange County California, Dr. Desai pioneered the start of several comprehensive cance
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Dr. Desai has educated medical students, doctors, nurscs and other health care professior
was clected to the ‘,,'.“.I,.“?“t*w]lll_ of the American Association of Cancer rescarch and is also a mem
of many national and internati ‘m] societies of Hematology, Oncology and Transfusion Medicine
community service he produced two videos for cancer pai ients and their familics. These videos st
coping with cancer and supportive care of cancer patients have served as excellent teaching

for physicians and paticnts alike. These videos are available in medical libraries of cancer cx
around the wo HJ.

In 1998, Dr. Desai founded “Project Deaf India,” & humanitarian project dealing wilh the prew:
deafness and the education of the deaf in [ndm. He produced a docume ﬂl,d[__\ "Silent Villa
focuses on the various causes of deafness in India. He joined Rotary International and is @
of the Newport-Balboa Rotary Club in Newport. Be ach, California. His major goals for the 1
Deaf India” are MMR vaccination for the whole of India, and

the early detection of newborn deafness and early intervention (Hti”l Dr. Desai met

Kalam , (he ex-President of India, in January of 2007 in New De Hn and }.wa‘..:s-ml_cd to him with at
soals. This has resulted in a major project b\' the Health Ministry, a project called National Prog;
?c.r Prevention and Control of Deafness (NDDCD) which has been started in ‘;(“

districts in India. Also, by the end of 2009, an adequate number of ENT doctors, audi

grass rool workers will be trained in carly detection of new born dealness and carly

(EHDI). 1t is hoped that all of India will achieve EHDI by 2010.

The Indian Medlical Association of Southern California applauds Dr. Desai for his great commitment and .
efforts to prevent and control deafiess among the children of Indie. We wish him continued succes
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